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March 12, 1996
ELDRIDGE CLEAY1ER KEYNOTES UM SYMPOSIUM ON RACISM 
MISSOULA -
Former Black Panther activist Eldridge Cleaver, author of "Soul on Ice" and "Soul on 
Fire," will be in Missoula for many appearances as the featured guest during a free, public 
symposium slated for Tuesday through Friday, March 19-22, at The University of 
Montana—Missoula.
Joining Cleaver for the series of events dubbed "A Symposium on Racism, Reconciliation 
and Education in America" will be inner city educator and theologian William Iverson, now the 
director of the Daniel Iverson Center for Christian Studies in Miami.
Highlighting the four days of events will be Cleaver's two evening talks: "My Lite Story1 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, in the University Center Ballroom; and "The Million Man 
March, Malcolm and Me," at 8 p.m. Friday, March 22, in the Urey Lecture Hall.
Other symposium programs include:
■  Informal class lecture -- "The American Dream Revisited: Can We Get Together?" by 
Cleaver for the African-American Family class, 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Liberal Arts 308. The public 
is welcome to sit in.
■  Round-table forums -- conducted by Cleaver and Iverson, 8-9:15 a.m. Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in the University Center’s Food Court, formerly the Copper Commons.
■  Panel discussion -- "Religion and the Political Process," 2-4 p.m. Wednesday,
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Mansfield Center. Joining Cleaver and Iverson in the panel will be the Rev. William Kliber, a 
onetime member of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and Bob Luceno, president of 
Missoula's Integrity Forum. Edward Sanford, director of UM’s African-American Studies 
Program, will moderate.
■  Presentation by Cleaver and Iverson — "The Founding Fathers and the Civil Rights 
Movement: Truth, Beauty and Goodness, the Measure of True Education," 2:40-4 p.m. Thursday, 
Law Building 204. A reception will follow the program.
■  Forum — "Philosophy and Education: The Socratic Enterprise and the University" 
with Iverson and Cleaver, noon-1:30 p.m. Friday, Pope Room, Law Building.
Bom near Little Rock, Ark., in 1935 and educated in Los Angeles ghettos, Cleaver did 
time in three California prisons before gaining notoriety in the late 1960s during the heyday of the 
Black Panthers, a militant, radical civil rights organization opposed to nonviolence as a way to 
bring about social change. Cleaver, who acted as minister of information for the group, fled the 
country in 1968 to escape arrest for parole violations and spent several years in Algiers working 
for the Panthers. During his exile he underwent a religious conversion. He now works with 
Iverson in Miami.
The symposium was coordinated by Missoula’s Integrity Forum with support from UM’s 
African-American Studies Program, the Diversity Council and the African-American Student 
Association.
m
Contacts: Bob Luceno, 728-6414; Edward Sanford, 243-2845.
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